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You can apply for the Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSA) to cover some of the extra costs you have because of a disability; which includes mental health, physical and sensory disabilities, long-term medical conditions and specific learning difficulties such as Dyslexia and Dyspraxia. 

This YouTube clip https://youtu.be/m6wBf_7ZSXU produced by Student Finance England (SFE) explains the process and page 2 of this document has a flow chart advising how the DSA process works. If you require advice regarding the DSA at any point in the process, please contact the Disability Support Team.

What support can I get?
You can get support from the DSA on top of your other student finance. The DSA does not give you additional funding, but can fund additional support: 

Non-medical helper allowance. This provides additional Academic support such as: 
· 
How do I apply?


What is Disabled Students’ Allowance?


· Specialist study skills tuition. 			
· Mentoring.
· Communication support for D/deaf students.
· Sighted guide and electronic note taker.
· Assistive technology training

This support may be provided by an external company, or the University, as the provider is decided by SFE and we have no influence on this.

Specialist equipment allowance. This provides specialist equipment such as:
· 
· Desktop PC or laptop. (all students have to pay £200 towards this)
· Digital voice recorder. 
· Assistive software such as voice recognition, text-to-speech, mind mapping software, audio note taker, magnification software. 
· Ergonomic equipment. 

 	 General allowance you may be awarded funds for printing costs, paper and photocopying.

Transport costs you may be provided with a travel allowance for disability related travel cost incurred through your studies. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Disability Support Team Contact details:

Email: disabilityadvisor.ss@coventry.ac.uk         Tel: 024 7765 8029
Appointment booking: https://healthandwellbeingbookings.coventry.ac.uk/




Apply for Disabled Students Allowance


Complete online form/paper copy of form and submit evidence


Complete online application form and submit evidence confirming Disability details for example Diagnostic Assessment or GP/Medical Letter. 


Book Study Needs Assessment


Once your funding provider approves your eligibility for the DSA they will ask you to arrange a Needs Assessment. 


Attend the Study Needs Assessment


Receive final copy of 
your assessment


The Assessor will discuss your support needs, then recommend equipment and support based on this discussion. They should demonstrate anything that they are recommending.


Your Needs Assessor will produce a report detailing your support needs, their recommendations and costings. This will be emailed to you as well to your funding provider and the University if permission is given. 


Futureproof your support - think about placements, dissertations etc. 


Receive funding confirmation letter from your funding provider 
(this is called your DSA2) 


Contact suppliers to order equipment and book human support


The DSA2 letter explains who to contact so read it carefully.


Health and Wellbeing will email you within 1-2 working days after the letter has been received. 





Students entitled to this support should apply through your Student Finance Account. 





The supplier/company websites are an excellent way to find out how to place your order as well.


Find your local assessment centre here:                     https://thedsahub.co.uk/ or here https://media.slc.co.uk/dsaneeds/pdf/find-a-needs-assessment-centre.pdf and make a booking.


Share this with your course director or personal tutor.





It is your responsibility to arrange all support and order the equipment. 





How do I apply?

