
Information Sheet - Muslims Children in Care
Thank you for your interest in the project and for agreeing to participate in it. 
This document outlines key information about the project, the project team and what we will be doing with the data that we generate from the research process. The research has been subject to ethical review and scrutiny at the University of Coventry. Ongoing access to the project’s aims, objectives and research questions is available through the project website at http://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/research-directories/current-projects/2017/among-the-last-ones-to-leave/
Participating in the project will give you an opportunity to report and reflect upon the journeys of Muslim children through the care systems and ways in which life outcomes for them can be enhanced.
Please feel free to let me know if you have any further queries questions which I shall be happy to address. 

I look forward to your participation.

Yours Sincerely,
Dr Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor
Research Fellow in Faith and Peaceful Relations

Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, Coventry University

ac0967@coventry.ac.uk
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	Project objectives:
	This project aims to improve outcomes for Muslim children in the care system in the Midlands, by specifically understanding their journeys and the contexts in which they occur, in order to inform policy and practice.


	Reasons for data collection:
	Children of Muslim heritage are likely to experience very significant delay in arranging a permanent fostering or adoptive placement.  Where a child has complex needs due to disability, age, dual heritage or being part of a sibling group, finding permanent placement takes even longer. In some cases they may never find a permanent home at all. According to previous academic and government-led research, ‘delay in decision making and action has an unacceptable price in terms of the reduction in children’s life chances and the financial costs to local authorities, the emotional and financial burden later placed on adoptive families and future costs to society’.  This research project will reduce delays in British Muslim children’s journeys by producing an evidence base to guide policy and practice, and by raising community awareness of these children’s needs.


	Participation & Data Collection:
	· Participation is fully voluntary.

· Interviews and focus group discussions will be recorded using an encrypted password-protected device 
· Interviews will take place in a safe public space. Focus group discussions will take place in a group setting in a public space

· Interview and focus group participants can withdraw from the research up to 30th September 2017. This date has been set to allow for project findings to be finalised.


	Security measures:
	Throughout the project, all data acquisition, processing, access and preservation aspects will be informed by the digital curation life cycle recommended by Digital Curation Centre (DCC). Information about you which is gathered in the course of this research project will be protected by the UK Data Protection Act 1998 and will be subject to Coventry University's Data Protection Policy. 
Further information about your rights under the Act and how Coventry University handles personal data is available via this link: https://ethics.coventry.ac.uk/support/cu-disclosure-protocol.aspx

	Methods of publication:
	The data generated from interviews and focus group discussions will be used to inform a number of academic publications and conference papers, research reports and public-engagement activities. Please see the project website for details


	Methods of anonymisation:
	· No research participants will be identified in research publications and anonymity will be preserved to the best of our ability
· Passwords and encryption will be used at the point of collection during field work, using trusted software.
· Consent forms will be kept in locked cupboards.  
· All interview and focus group transcripts will be assigned a code. This will allow personal details and data to be stored separately
· Any information gathered as part of research will remain strictly confidential and anonymous unless it is thought that there is a risk of harm to a research participant or to others, in which case the principal investigator will/may need to share this information with her team or with the relevant authority.


	Archiving:
	Throughout the project, all data acquisition, processing, access and preservation aspects will be informed by the digital curation life cycle recommended by Data Curation Centre (DCC). 


	Future use:
	All raw data will be destroyed by 30.11.2018.

Research outputs including outputs that use data gathered from you in the course of your participation in this project may be used in similar future research projects, by researchers at Coventry University or elsewhere. 
We cannot predict all the ways in which research outputs may be used. 


Data Protection Statement

Information about you which is gathered in the course of this research project, once held in the United Kingdom, will be protected by the UK Data Protection Act and will be subject to Coventry University’s Data Protection Policy.  You have the right to request access under the Data Protection Act to the information which Coventry University holds about you.  Further information about your rights under the Act and how Coventry University handles personal data is available at this link: https://ethics.coventry.ac.uk/support/cu-disclosure-protocol.aspx
Copyright Statement
By completing the consent form, you permit Coventry University and the Principal Investigator to edit, copy, disseminate, publish (by whatever means) and archive your contribution to this research project in the manner and for the purposes described above.  You waive any copyright and other intellectual property rights in your contribution to the project, and grant Coventry University, the Principal Investigator and other project researchers a non-exclusive, free, irrevocable, worldwide license to use your contribution for the purposes of this project and similar future research projects.
Concerns and Complaints

Alpaslan  Ozerdem, Co-Director

Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, Coventry University 

Puma Way, Innovation Village No. 5, Coventry, CV1 2TL, UK

Tel No: 0044 02477 651177, Email Address: ab8574@coventry.ac.uk 

