100cde - Computing theme - Tutor group meeting
Week 8 (w/c 23 Nov) - Academic Writing and Research
Preparation:

Ensure you’ve read assignments 2a and 2b.  Skim read the Metzger et al paper
Someone needs to be online, to access the Report Writing guidance for the group
Admin: c 2 mins
Collect attendance this and every meeting 
Personal tutor element (c 5 mins)
Uni life:  All okay still?
ALL links (c 15 mins)
How is group communication/collaboration working?

Ask about their group contract - it is working? do they need to revise it?

Assignment 1: Presentation results may be available either on Moodle and/or as paper feedback (watch for an email). Discuss feedback. Remind students that these may be changed for individuals
Assignments 2a and 2b: Review them.  This class (and next week) will look at the writing an academic paper
Discuss their arrangements for writing the paper collaboratively
Remind them they have a private discussion forum on Moodle OR could develop on a wiki. 

Tutorial sheet on how to use ‘pbwiki’ online software, available online, via the ALL web on Moodle or directly at http://www.coventry.ac.uk/swift/~csx067/wiki/WikiTut.doc


Module work (35 mins)
1.  Exercise:  

· Scenario:  Students are to imagine that they have to write an essay on the topic: “It does not matter if students use the internet for their research”. Tell students they’ve got 10 minutes to read the Metzger paper.  (This is a speed reading exercise but don’t tell them that initially.)
· After 10 minutes stop them and ask what they’ve discovered which they could use in their essay

· Look through the paper together looking at elements which can help.  Introduce idea of speed reading, focussing on: abstract, intro, headings, first sentence of key paragraphs, conclusion (discussion)
· Raise the issue of academic credibility: who wrote this? why? can the contents be trusted?  Talk about bias and peer review

2.  Structure of an academic paper:
· The Metzger paper is:

title, authors, abstract, intro

study 1: method, results, 

study 2: method, results

discussion & practical implications

future research

reference list

highlight use of references & citations - but we’ll look at these next week

ask them to bring the paper back next week

· How might their paper be structured?  Discuss

· Go to http://www.coventry.ac.uk/swift/~csx067/rept_wrt/writing.htm, section 3, stage 4 and look at various document structures esp figure 2h - just as suggesting possibilities
	Academic paper:
Abstract
Introduction
Background, including literature review
Experimental details
Results
Discussion
Summary
Acknowledgements
References

figure 2h


We’ll look at more on report writing this next week

For next week: 

Read http://www.coventry.ac.uk/swift/~csx067/rept_wrt/research.htm Appendix I ‘Research’

Post meeting
Record student attendance on the CT list on W: soon after each meeting, thanks

Please let me (as theme leader) know of anything significant about your sessions(s).  

Lisa

Useful Resources to have at hand::

New Resources::

Spare student copies of assignment 2a & 2b
Spare student copies of ALL assessment summary
Student briefing sheets

Copies of Metzger paper
Your paper should cover what you have produced throughout the 6 weeks.  It should cover the website and the back office work (not the computer infrastructure work though).  Some of its content can be technical but don’t attempt to include everything you have done.  





You need to describe what you produced; explain how and why you did this and what background research you used to inform these decisions.  Your paper should be reflective, carefully considering your achievements, evaluating strengths and weaknesses.  You should not refer to individual team members’ contributions: this is a group paper.





The paper should be 3000-5000 words long: depending on layout and formatting, that is only 5-7 pages, so you need to be selective





With your paper submit your work record of group activity.  You have been noting when you met, who was present, what you agreed, who produced what and so forth.  








