
HODOMS
Heads of Departments of Mathematical Sciences in the UK



Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at 2.00pm on Friday 16 April 2010 at Birmingham University Conference Park
Present:

	Jeremy Levesley
	Chair

	Alison Hooper
	Secretary

	Tony Mann
	Vice-Chair

	Andrew Osbaldestin
	Immediate Past Chair

	Pargat Calay

Dugald Duncan
	

	Derek Goldrei
	

	Toby O’Neil
	


1.
Apologies

Apologies were received from: Nigel Steele, Duncan Lawson, Tony Wickstead, Charles Taylor, Cathy Hobbs
Everyone will serve on the committee until 2011
2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes from the meeting held on 25 January 2010 were agreed as a true and fair record, and signed by the Chair, JL
3. Matters arising from previous minutes:
6.8
AH will replace Peter Cooper’s name of the HoDoMS committee mailing list by Ivor Goddard and then by Fiona Nixon. Fiona take up the LMS appoinmnet in June 2010.
[ACTION AH]
6.8
JL will take a  proposal to the next AGM asking for the constitution to be altered to permit as many co-opted members as necessary to represent the different mathematics institutes. 
4. Chair’s Communications

None
5.
Matters arising from 2010 Conference
5.1 It was noted that the conference was missing representation from large Maths departments.

5.2 JL will write to HoDs confirming the LMS Teaching Position Statement.
5.3 The committee will look into setting up a useful repository for HoDs (such as university benchmarks for readership promotion)

5.4 Some of the HoDoMS work is purely secretarial such as updating the Maths Head mailing list and  registration of conference delegates.  JL proposed that we cost out the activities that are purely administrative and pay for support from IMA/LMS. Also we ask IMA to host the HoDoMS web site. JL and AH to calculate how much time they spend on those administrative activites which could be delegated to support staff. HoD annual sunsciptions could be raised to pay for the support.
[ACTION: AH, JL] 

5.5 Conference Report, submitted to MSOR Connections and IMA Today for publication.







[ACTION: JL]

5.6 HoDoMS will send out call for annual subscriptions in September. The call can be used to update the list of members and the Maths Head mailing list. This will be an agenda item of the Sept. Meeting.




[ACTION: AH]

5.7 AH to send out list of conference delegates to all those who participated in 2010 conference







[ACTION: AH]
5.8 Staff workload – JL to set up an on-line questionnaire.

[ACTION: JL]
5.9 MSOR to be asked if they could provide a short training course for new HoD.

[ACTION: JL, DL]

5.10 Malcolm MacCallum indicated that cross-disciplinary research was not given as much weight as mathematics research in RAE2008.  Dugald Duncan will look for evidence with RAE reports.





[ACTION: DD]
5.11 LMS used to keep information regarding all maths departments. Andrew will investigate what is happening now.




[ACTION: AO]
5.12 There was a discussion about the use of a HoDoMS credit card for payment purposes. 






    [ACTION: JL,AW]
6.
2011 Conference
Date of next conference:  7-8 April (already booked at Birmingham Conference Centre)


The date is subject to BMC conference, JL to check.


[ACTION: JL]
We agreed that for the 2010 conference:

(i) Invite speakers on public engagement eg Simon Singh, Ben Godacre
(ii) Invite UoA panellists (from Statistics)

(iii) RSS president

Other possibilities were discussed such as a joint Research Councils presentation, Political representative DIUS
7.
Watching Briefs


Nothing to report.
8.
Any other business


JL will write to David Wallace  to explore whether HoDoMS can have an observer representative on CMS.
JL will speak with Martin Smith about HoDoMS joining the outer circle of ACME

[ACTION: JL]

9. 
Date of next meeting: Friday 3 September in DeMorgan House.
[ACTION: AH to book room]


………………………………



…………………
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