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The Committee of HoDoMS met 3 times last year: in April immediately after the annual conference, in September, and in January. In addition, members of the Committee attended many meetings and events on behalf of HoDoMS in between committee meetings and also engaged by correspondence on a large number of matters of concern. Some of these issues will be briefly described below. Much of our work has been reactive, but (in collaboration with our colleagues in the learned societies) HoDoMS has played a leading role in the moremathsgrads project, the survey of the health of departments, and is currently leading a discussion on the Women in Mathematics agenda following last year’s Conference.
HoDoMS works closely with the Council for the Mathematical Sciences (CMS), and its three original constituent learned societies, the LMS, the IMA and the RSS. (The CMS has now expanded to include the Edinburgh Mathematical Society and the Operational Research Society.)  The LMS, the IMA, the RSS and the OR Society have representatives on our Committee as does the MSOR Network.

The HoDoMS Conference is a major event in our calendar and I think that Conference 2007 was a great success. I am sure that Conference 2008 will be just as stimulating. It is pleasing that we can attract authoritative speakers of significant standing.
The results of the first HoDoMS-CMS Survey were published in November 2007, with a call for responses to this year’s Survey issued in January 2008. There was a good response to the request for information in the first survey and it is anticipated that as this survey matures we will obtain robust information on the health of mathematical sciences in UK universities. The quantitative aspects of a first survey would always be difficult to interpret, but we also obtained qualitative information, for instance, to quote from the introduction to the report, ‘Departments’ comments on their overall health were also diverse. From “very healthy… and expanding” to “small but vibrant” and “pretty optimistic” through to “struggling” and “very hard pressed” and even “critical”, the responses revealed a sector that is changing rapidly.’ We should acknowledge the work of Caroline Davies of the LMS Mathematics Promotion Unit in managing this activity.

The HEFCE-funded Moremathsgrads Project, which was instigated following HoDoMS Conference 2005, will be the subject of a presentation at Conference 2008 where we will have the opportunity to meet its new Project Officer Makhan Singh. Former HoDoMS Chair (and current committee member) Duncan Lawson is Chair of the Executive Group for this project.
Following Conference 2007, HoDoMS agreed to explore the idea of a Code of Practice aimed at promoting Women in Mathematics. Recently I put out a call for comments on this matter with a view to taking the pulse of the wider HoDoMS constituency. Thank you to those who have responded. I would appreciate further comments and hope we will have a moment to discuss this matter at Conference. The Institute of Physics have been very helpful in sharing their experience in this area and have offered to collaborate on any eventual implementation.
HoDoMS has responded to the following consultations:
· HEFCE – RAE post-2008 (REF consultation)

· HEFCE –  ELQs (Equivalent or lower level qualifications)

· DIUS Select Committee Inquiry – ELQs 
· QAA – Second cycle descriptors

· QCA – GCSEs

· QCA – A levels

· QCA – Diplomas

The form of the RAE post-2008, i.e., the REF (Research Excellence Framework), is clearly of great concern to departments. The mathematical sciences community has lobbied for a continuation of peer-assessment and this seems to be the current decision. It is not clear, however, whether or not there will be adverse funding implications of not undergoing metric-based assessment. I note that some of the national press have use the acronym STEM to mean Science, Technology, Engineering and Medicine in this debate, which, although not picked up widely, is something to watch out for.

The Government’s decision to withdraw funding for ELQ students may have profound implications for mathematics at the Open University. By virtue of being an SIVS (Strategically Important and Vulnerable Subject) students on mathematics degrees will be exempt, but there are very many other ‘mathematics students’ at the OU who take a relatively small diet of mathematics
There are threats to our undergraduate student lifeblood from current developments in the last three items above (GCSEs, A Levels, Diplomas) and we will hear more about this at Conference. Each of these matters will need closely monitoring this coming year.
At Government level, the formation of the DIUS seems to signal an increasing focus on STEM (with ‘M’ for Mathematics!) and research (increasingly in STEM areas?) However it is important for us that mathematics does not get marginalised in the ‘skills agenda’, and that curiosity-driven research is allowed to flourish.
I have found my first year as Chair of HoDoMS interesting and rewarding, but also hard work at times. I record here my thanks to the other committee members, in particular to Peter Giblin as Past Chair who has been a great source of wisdom and support, and to Tony Mann, who as Secretary has carried a significant part of the burden. As well as continuing to influence and comment upon the matters described above, I’m sure the year ahead will bring to the fore new issues (along with their own new acronyms!) that we will wish to engage with.
Andrew Osbaldestin, 2 April 2008

