
HODOMS
Heads of Departments of Mathematical Sciences in the UK



Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at 11am on Friday 21 September 2007 at De Morgan House.
Present:

	Andrew Osbaldestin
	Chair

	Tony Mann
	Secretary

	David Salinger
	Vice-Chair

	Peter Giblin
	Immediate Past Chair

	Dugald Duncan
	

	Jon Forster
	

	Cathy Hobbs
	

	Duncan Lawson
	

	Nigel Steele
	


In attendance:


At the invitation of the Committee, Sue Pope (QCA) and members of the LMS Educastion Committee attended for item 5, and Caroline Davis and Ayad Othman (LMS) attended for item 6.  To accommodate these timed items, the order of the other items was adjusted.
1.
Apologies

Apologies were received from:  Neil Challis (Treasurer), Derek Goldrei, Jeff Griffiths, Alison Hooper, Jeremy Levesley, Geoff Robinson and Elizabeth Winstanley.
2. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes from the meeting held on 4 April 2007 were agreed as a true and fair record, subject to one minor correction, and signed by the Chair.
3. Matters arising 

4.1
AHO had written to David Harman (EPSRC) and had received a standard reply indicating that decisions were awaiting the outcome of the Comprehensive Spending review.  DS  was preparing a case in support of Responsive Mode funding.
5
AHO  had written thanking the conference speakers.


PG had circulated information about European Research Council grants.  The ERC had seriously underestimated the number of applications that would be received and the success rate was very low.  They are likely to move to a one-stage application process next time.
6.10
JF had circulated the report on the health of statistics departments.

6.14
NC had taken over the WP watching brief from TM.

4. Correspondence / Chair's communications

4.1
PG had been contacted by a department unhappy that an MMath student had been “poached” to start a PhD at another university at the end of the third year of their MMath.  The Committee felt that HoDoMS could not express a view on this case, nor recommend that a MSc or MMath should be compulsory for a student before undertaking a PhD.
At this point the Committee was joined by Caroline Davis and Ayad Othman for a timed item.
6.
CMS-HoDoMS Survey of Mathematics Departments
The preliminary results of the CMS-HoDoMS Survey of Mathematics Departments had been circulated in advance.

The survey had obtained a good response, thanks to some energetic chasing-up by AHO, but four major departments had not responded.  

There was discussion of what should happen next.  In order to gather valuable information about trends, largely the same questions should be used next year.  There was some discussion of apparent anomalies in the data, and over possible additional questions, but it was concluded that only small changes should be made.  CMS and HoDoMS will jointly circulate the report to the MATHSHEADS mailing list.

ACTION: AHO to liaise with Caroline Davies.
Caroline Davis and Ayad Othman left the meeting and it was joined by Sue Pope and members of the LMS Education Committee.
5. QCA Developments.

Sue Pope presented an update on QCA developments (her presentation will be posted on the HoDoMS website). Useful discussion followed.  DS noted that, whatever our reservations, secondary mathematics education in the UK was outstandingly successful in encouraging students to study mathematics at university compared with that in many countries in northern Europe.  SP  noted that numbers for A-level maths and further maths are exceeding government targets, but widening participation remains a challenge. 


Functional Mathematics will be a stand-alone qualification assessed when learners are ready, not as part of GCSE.  A three-year pilot is under way and first teaching for everyone will be in 2011.


The first teaching of the two maths GCSEs will be in 2010.  In the pilot, GCSE2 can be counted as part of the figure for “5 good GCSEs including maths and English” which schools must report.  The Committee was enthusiastic over this, feeling that it would greatly encourage the take-up of GCSE2.  


There was no reason why schools should enter learners for GCSE1 early, since the two GCSEs would share the same material.  Since the proportion of early entrants in maths who go on to further study of maths is disappointingly low, the view is that enrichment is much to be preferred to acceleration.  


2011 will see the first teaching of 4-unit GCEs.  A meeting on this is scheduled for early October.  The technicalities of the 3-6-9-12 grading issue are still being pursued, but Maths and Further Maths will remain two awards, not a double award.  An issue to be discussed is whether Further Maths should have a core component.  This might help persuade medical schools that UCAS points obtained in Further Maths should be counted.


Only 20% of those who take Maths A-level continue to do STEM subjects at University.


Rounding up, it was agreed that AHO would write to Sue Pope expressing the views that subject knowledge should not be abandoned in the curriculum, that there is enthusiasm for the possibility of GCSE2 counting as an alternative to GCSE1 in the league table figure, and suggesting that the desirability for a core for Further Maths GCE.


ACTION: AHO to write to Sue Pope in these terms.
The Committee’s guests now departed and the agenda resumed at the point of interruption.
4.
Correspondence / Chair's communications (continued)
4.2
Derek Goldrei had written regarding the Secretary of State’s announcement that the government will not fund second degrees.  This was potentially serious for the Open University in particular, and was at odds with the lifelong learning agenda and the need to upskill the workforce.  AHO would write to the Secretary of State expressing HoDoMS dismay over the policy.


ACTION: AHO would work with DG with a view to HoDoMS writing to the Secretary of State.
7.
Women in Mathematics 
AHO reported that the Institute of Physics has launched its Code of Practice and some departments have already subscribed.  The LMS Women in Mathematics committee has invited HoDoMS to a meeting and AHO will report back.  There was discussion over whether it would be desirable for UCAS to publicise whether or not departments subscribe to a CoP.
8.
Watching Briefs

Many watching brief reports had been circulated in advance or were tabled in writing at the meeting.  These are appended to the minutes.  Only discussion additional to the reports is recorded in the body of the minutes.
8.2
ACME: there was discussion as to whether HE is sufficiently represented on ACME in terms of number of representatives.
8.3
CMS: JF noted that CMS meets with the EPSRC Maths Committee regularly and is a good point of contact.

8.5
QAA: The revised MSOR benchmark has been published for consultation, which is now closed.  AHO replied on behalf of HoDoMS reinforcing the points that had previously been made.  Work is beginning on a level M benchmark which will be an appendix to the existing benchmark.

8.8
EPSRC: The Committee thoroughly endorses the support for Responsive Mode funding for maths.  DS expressed concern that the timing of a submission, vis-à-vis those of big players like the Newton Institute, might adversely affect one’s chance of success.  JF will investigate and report back on whether the timing of RM applications when considered alongside Standard Mode applications is critical.

ACTION: JF to investigate.

8.9
IMA: The IMA intends to appoint a University Liaison officer. The Next Steps project is proceeding.  The IMA and LMS will launch the Christopher Zeeman medal for contribution to mathematics education.

8.11
ORSoc: It was agreed that JG should continue as the co-optee to represent the OR Society.


ACTION: AHO to write to JG.

8.14
Widening Participation: Helen Orr has resigned from the More Maths Grads project for personal reasons.  The advert for a replacement should go out soon.  In the interim Nigel Steele and Michael Grove are running the project.  Six staff have been appointed and momentum is building up.
8.16
International Affairs: The requirement for industry participation in applications for European funding is a problem for maths – the European Mathematical Society is making representations.

8.17
STEM Forum: The Science Council is bidding for DCSF funding for improving guidance for schools on STEM subject choices and careers.  It was agreed that John Holman should be invited to the January Committee meeting.


ACTION: AHO to issue this invitation.

9.
Conference 2008

TM has booked the Birmingham University Conference Centre for 7-8 April 2008.  

ACTION: TM to circulate HoDoMS and inform LMS and NCETM diaries of these dates.

There was discussion over possible speakers.

ACTION: AHO to make approaches.

10.
Any other business


NC’s Treasurer’s Report was considered.  It was agreed to arrange for a potential future treasurer to become an authorised signatory.


ACTION: NC to arrange this.


Date of next meeting: Friday 18th January. 


ACTION: TM to make booking with LMS.

ATTACHED: Watching brief reports
………………………………



…………………
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