HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS OF MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES

Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 12th April 2005 at University of Birmingham Conference Park at 2.00pm

Present:

	Peter Giblin
	Chair

	Derek Goldrei
	Vice Chair

	Andrew Osbaldestin
	Secretary

	Neil Challis
	Treasurer

	Tony Mann
	

	Duncan Lawson
	

	Tony Wickstead
	

	Jeremy Levesley
	

	Nigel Steele (IMA)
	

	Alison Hooper
	

	Alice Rogers (LMS)
	


1. Apologies:

Apologies were received from:  Jon Forster (RSS), Geoff Robinson and Catherine Hobbs.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting:


The minutes from the meeting held on 6 January 2005 were agreed as a true and fair record.

3. Matters Arising:

3.1 Ref 3.7(h) & (i) – The status of further Mathematics A Level. Responses were attached to the 
agenda.

Action:  NC to finalise wording for CMS Careers Website.
3.2
Ref 3.8 QAA b) – The ‘pass-everything rule’ – PG wrote to CMS and circulated reply to 


committee.

Action:  PG to request further correspondence.

3.3
Ref 6 NCETM – See item 7 below.

3.4
Ref 8 HEA(d) shaping the HEA – DL completed.

4. Correspondence and Chair’s Communications:

There was nothing to note.

5. The HEFCE Report and Allocation of Student Numbers:

John Rushforth, HEFCE, spoke at conference on this matter.  With respect to additional student numbers announced in HEFCE 2005/14, 80% will be ring fenced for widening participation and 20% to protect strategic subjects (including Mathematics).  Concerns were expressed that this could actually undermine the desire to protect strategic subjects.

DL will attend a forthcoming meetings with John Rushforth and the CMS.

Action:  JL to investigate Royal Society of Chemistry activity with a similar remit, as funded by HEFCE.

6. Mathematics Exam Fonts

DG summarised the correspondence attached to the agenda.

Action:  DG to follow up with Peter Cooper (LMS) for further action.

7. National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM)

DL is a member of the advisory group for NCETM.  This group met in January.  A strong message was that NCETM must address subject knowledge.  The NCETM does not yet exist of course, and independent of the advisory group a selection panel chaired by Adrian Smith is close to announcing its decision.  (An announcement is on hold until after the General Election).  There were 5 submissions at Stage 1, 3 of which were approved for Stage 2 of which 2 followed through.

The next advisory group meeting is 5th May (the day of the General Election!) and DL will report at the next committee meeting.

8.
Watching briefs: reports and new assignments

8.1
JMC/ACME (AHO)

· NCETM local provision – HODOMS had replied regarding a feasibility study

· HE member – Prof Margaret Brown has been appointed to ACME

· OR SOC observer status – The Operational Research Society has been granted observer status at JMC


8.2
CMS (was DY now NS) – nothing to report not brought up elsewhere


8.3
QCA (DL) – previously circulated briefing paper

8.4
QAA (AR) – no report.  However the committee was concerned about possible revisions to the MSOR benchmark.


8.5
HEA MSOR Network (DL)

· presentation at conference by Michael Grove

· Smith 6.5 working party on hold until NCETM decided


8.6
UMTC (AH)

50th UMTC will be held.  Possibly last one in this format – in discussion with MSOR network for revised/reinvigorated meeting.  BCME not impacting on UMTC.


8.7
EPSRC (JL – appointed)

· two presentations at conference – FEC by John Wand, Overview of Mathematical Sciences Programme by Anne Farrow

· concern over training for PhD students

· concern over funding for Masters degrees

· AR to forward to LMS request for data re: PhD student numbers

8.8
IMA (NS)

· presentation at conference by Peter Cooper (LMS) and David Youdan (IMA) re: frameworks

· responded to HEFCE evaluation of LTSN (very positive) and National Teaching Fellows – local impact, but disappointing national impact perhaps stronger association with LTSN needed.

· national acceptance of access courses now just 2 institutions:  LJMU, Bolton University.  “Poly Maths” course perhaps relaunch.

8.9 RSS (JF) – e-mail tabled with agenda

8.10
LMS (AR)

· presentation at conference by Peter Cooper (LMS) and David Youdan (IMA) re: frameworks

· official LMS statement on gender issues forthcoming

8.11
TTA (DG)

· presentation at conference by Stephen Baker

· e-mail tabled with agenda

· DG counselled collaboration with Advanced Skills Teachers/Education Departments re: subject knowledge requirement of CPD

8.12
WP (TM) – nothing to report

9.
Subscription situation


50 (possibly plus one)

10.
Any other business

· Next conference Thursday 6th and Friday 7th April 2006 at the same venue

Action:  AHO to book provisionally

· Suggested invitees – Nigel Hitchin, new director NCETM, Secretary State, Alan Wilson, Celia Hoyles, Peter Grindrod (Pres. IMA)

· AR attended – “Where will the next generation of Mathematicians come from?” in Manchester.  A report will be forthcoming.

Date of next meeting is Friday 9th September – to be confirmed


………………………………



…………………

Chair’s Signature:





Date:
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